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 Keeping You      In Touch 

Central Missouri USA Mission Center   

     I recently came across a letter that a pastor in another jurisdiction had written to 
his congregation. As I read the letter, many of the words and thoughts echoed what I 
am hoping for in 2007 and beyond. 
     Some of the significant points are listed below with some editing on my part. 

    1. Our vision must be clear, and it must be re-cast at least quarterly. Our  
calling, purpose, mission is to honor God by reaching out and transforming 
lives into fully devoted disciples of Jesus Christ. 
   2.Our leadership must be Spirit-led. (Seek to discern where God is calling  
you and the congregation.) 
   3. We must strive for EXCELLENCE in all we do. (Our worships, church 
school, youth and children’s activities, fellowship, facilities and yes even our  
potlucks need to be done with excellence. 
   4. We must plant seeds of commitment, and expect commitment from our 
members. Being a part of something worthwhile requires our very best efforts. 
   5. We must allow the time necessary for transformation. Transformation is a 
process, and a process that takes time. The key to transformation in congrega-
tions is to look at your congregation with new eyes that focus on the future. 
   6. We must develop a measurable pathway for spiritual maturity and disci-
pleship. We must always remember why we are doing church. 
   7. We must have CELEBRATION in congregational worship … and fellowship 
in small groups to grow in relationships. Celebration is important for the 
church and developing relationships is essential for bringing people to church. 
   8. Disciples Generous Response must be lifted up and must support our vi-
sion. Invest in people first, programs second, and property third. 
   9. We must live in today’s culture. Use today’s language, technology, strat-
egy, and bring the message of Christ ALIVE to people in an application process 
that makes sense for today! 
   10. We must rekindle the spirit of evangelism. We need to exhibit the enthu-
siasm we had when we first found and brought Christ into our lives. 

     These ten points can help us refocus what it means to be the church and a  
member in today’s world. Let us give personal and corporate attention to all ten  
of these points.      
Claude M. Rains, Jr., President, Central Missouri Mission Center 

 

World Conference 
Update                               1 
   FAMILY CAMP 

June 22-26, 2007 

 Lake Doniphan 
 

     Don’t miss out                        

on  this family      

experience.  Call 

our office today  

   888-747-0439! 

  
    

   ALL CAMP STAFF 
MEETI�G 

immediately follow-
ing Conference with 
MC Youth Minister. 

Central MO Mission 
Center Conference 

May 6, 2007 
Warrensburg Church, 3 PM 
Linda Booth will visit! 

will serve a fundraiser 
lunch,12-2. Please join them 
in fellowship, fun and food! 

   May 6, 2007 

 Wintermeyer  
Committee Meeting 

at 4:30 PM, after 
Mission Center  

Conference, May 6! 
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A Spring Metaphor — CHASING THE WIND  
 

     Little Blue Zephyr rolled off the assembly line from the HyFlier Kite Factory on a crisp February morning. He was 
so proud to be! He was not an ordinary kite. His body design and materials were the latest high tech could offer. His 
frame was flexible, indestructible plastic, not cheap wood. His skin was the latest heavy-gauge blue vinyl with ultra-
violet inhibitors so he wouldn’t age and crack. He was all wrapped up in himself in a birthday package that included 
high-test twine, a winder, and flying grips which would help him fly high and do elaborate stunts, like dives, loop-the-
loops, and soaring climbs. 
      Little Blue spent most of the next month waiting impatiently in the local Five and Dime Store. He wanted to taste 
life to its fullest. After all, March had come in like a lamb, so it must be going out like a lion, and Little Blue Zephyr 
wanted to roar and soar with the wind. In all of his spare time, however, Little Blue did not take the time to read his 
instructions or talk to the other kites about how to fly. 
     One windy day … I believe it was the Ides of March … Little Zephyr managed to tip his display box over, where it 
stood by the front door to the store. When the door opened Little Zephyr caught a gust of wind just right and blew 
out the door. He tumbled over and over like a tumbleweed, down the sidewalk and into the street. At first it was so 
much fun. “What freedom,” Zephyr thought. “I’m outside the store, free to be me, to fly by myself and for myself.” 
     Just then, kerbing! He hit his head. Crash, a body slam against a fireplug, visited just moments before by a gener-
ous canine. Bump, scrape, scratch, help! Little Zephyr was being buffeted by a merciless wind as he collided first with 
one thing and then another. If this was flying, it wasn’t what he expected or wanted. Chasing the wind and blowing 
with it was taking him everywhere and getting him nowhere but bruised and broken. 
     He got stuck in a briar of spirea bushes and a white picket fence. Zephyr wished he were back in the store. He 
wished he could start all over and be owned and flown by someone. Just as he was wishing his hardest, he heard the 
fence start to rattle as a boy came walking down the sidewalk, ratcheting a stick against the boards of the fence. The 
boy stopped, spied Zephyr, and rescued him from the brambles. It was love at first sight. The boy had been wanting a 
kite in the worst way. Zephyr had decided he needed someone, too. 
     Off they went to the boy’s home. Zephyr introduced himself and learned the boy’s name to be Josh. Josh knew 
how to fly a kite, but he lovingly unwrapped everything, read all the instructions deliberately, assembled Zephyr very 
carefully, and set Zephyr on his dresser to admire him and wait for just the right day and right wind. 
     A beautiful spring day dawned with a light, fresh, gentle breeze coming from the south. Josh got  
up, quickly ate breakfast, and raced out to the meadow to try Zephyr out. Josh adjusted Zephyr’s  
cross sticks and tail and carefully attached the twine to the spool and control grips. 
     Suddenly without knowing how or why, Zephyr started to rise effortlessly, higher and higher into  
the sky. What an exhilarating feeling! So this was flying! Not careening with the wind, but resisting  
it and facing into it at the proper angle determined by the one who flies you. Josh knew how to handle  
the controls. Zephyr did dives and loops and soaring arcs that launched his soul up to the stratosphere.  
His Spirit grasped the glories of flight. 
   Zephyr learned: It makes a difference who holds the twine … whether it is taut or not … whether you 
face the wind or yield to it … whether or not you yield to the correcting tug of the line from the one who flies you. 
Zephyr became one with Josh and the wind and the experience. The very winds that earlier would have destroyed him 
now became the force which lifted him higher and higher under the skilled discipline of Josh’s touch. Wheeee!! 

by Jerry Nieft                                                                                                                                         

 

Casey, Katie and Erica at Sr. High Camp 2006, Farwesta! 

2006 Summer Camps - Grounded in Jesus 
 

     In 2006, 90 youth participated in youth camps spon-
sored by Central Missouri Mission Center. The Children’s 
Camp and Junior Camp were held at Camp Palestine.  
There were 21 campers at Children’s Camp and 23 campers 
at Junior Camp. Junior High Camp had 25 Central Missouri 
campers attending camp with Midlands Mission Center at 
Camp Chihowa. Senior High Camp had 23 Central Missouri 
campers attending camp with the Far West Mission Center 
at Camp Farwesta. 
 

     The planning for the 2007 camping season is  
well underway. The excitement and anticipation of another 
camping season is building. Catch it! Invite friends to camp 
and let’s learn more about following Jesus everyday. 
 

      This year at camp we are going to use themes related 
to following Jesus everyday 24/7. Youth watch your mail-
box for scriptures to study before camp. Study and pray 
about where Jesus would like you to spend your summer. 
Invite your friends.   



THANKS  

To Bill 
Crabtree of 
ABC Adver-
tising for 
printing our 
Mission 
Center sign 
for the 
booth at 
the World 
Conference 
Interna-
tional Vil-
lage; to 
Ruth Hirner, Claude Rains, Zach Rush, and Terry 
Wiltse who worked the booth. Thanks to the follow-
ing persons who worked or contributed items for 
our World Market Friday: Julia Crabtree, Marsha 
Stowell, Mary Jo Sartin, Sharon Briscoe, Wilson and 
Betty Jones, Janet West and Jim Tivis. We cleared 
$1020 to be divided equally with the World Confer-
ence Travel Fund and for our CMS Spectacular 
youth! Edna coordinated both booths! 

SPECTACULAR   
      In 2006 the theme for Spec was Have Love. The dele-
gation from Central Missouri Mission Center had 30 youth 
who participated in leadership development classes, art, 
drama, worship and sports. Find a youth who went and ask 
them to tell you about their experience, because it was an 
awesome week! 
      Spectacular 2007 will be July 21-28 at Graceland Uni-
versity. This camp is for youth coming out of 10th, 11th, 
and 12th grades of high school. Spectacular gives youth 
the opportunity to worship with close to 1000 other youth 
from around the United States and Canada. The theme tthis 
year is What If? Visit the Community of Christ web site 
for more information at www.cofchrist.org. 
      A fundraiser is scheduled to help youth with the cost of 
Spec on May 6th at the Warrensburg Congregation serving 
lunch noon-2PM before the Mission Center Conference. 
Please contact Pam Dennis at timpamdennis@hotmail.com 
or (816)250-2182 for more information on fundraising.  
      Spec registrations and fees need to be in the Mission 
Center office no later than 5 PM on June 28, 2007. Spec 
fees after June 30 are $440/camper; $390/sibling and no 
registrations will be accepted after July 9. Registration 
forms are available at the Mission Center office or can be 
downloaded from the World headquarters web site. 

 Katie (Hutchinson) Ritter (Clinton Congregation), a 1st grade teacher at Warrensburg’s Martin Warren School has been  
selected as the Missouri Association of Colleges for Teacher Education (MACTE) Outstanding Teacher for 2006. MACTE  
selects two recipients every two years and honors them at a luncheon in Jefferson City on April 20th. Congratulations, Katie! 
Keep up the good work! 

  

  
FAMILY CAMP—Don’t forget to come to Family 
Camp, June 22-26. There will be plenty of opportuni-
ties to worship and have fun together. Mail ideas for 
the Jr. High and Sr. High youth activities to anor-
man@cmcofchrist.org. The theme for Family Camp is 
Sharing Christ’s Peace: Going Deeper. There are 
lots of really cool people that have volunteered to help 
with the children and youth classes and activities. You 
will have to come to find out who they are, so let your 
parents know you want to come to Family Camp and 
then bring your parents with you. Rick and Diane 
Maupin will be our guest minsters. Register today! 
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Marshall Chicken Suppers are served every month on the second 
Saturday. Next two are May 12 and June 9!! Fried or baked chicken 
with the trimmings from 5-7 pm for only $7 for adults; and kids, $4. 
Children under 6,  free. Carry outs are available. Everyone is welcome! 

 

 FAMILY CAMP 
JU�E 22-26, 2007 

Help please Help please Help please Help please — The Sedalia Congregation is putting a history film together, for their 
congregation, which was organized in 1917. They have most of the Pastors, but are 
missing a few. If anyone has a picture of them by themselves or in a family picture 
that they could have a copy of, they would be able to compete their film. Please 
contact Albert A. Reine, 655 Reine Avenue, Sedalia, MO 65301, 660-826-2023 or 
Mary Jo Sartin, 660-827-0263. They are looking for information on: Claude L. House, 
1917-1922; Claud Wilbur Rodger, 1923-1924; Roscoe F. Moorman, 1927-1930; 
Evert Jones, pastor 1946; Lance Kelley, pastor 1966; and David Caryl  
Holden, 1968. 

Watch The Link for testimonies about experiences at the 2007 
World Conference. Please send any related stories to Edna via  
e-mail, etivis@cmcofchrist.org as soon as possible.  



106 N. College 
PO Box 350 
Warrensburg, MO  64093 

Phone: 660.747.6193 
           888.747.0439 
Fax:     660.747.6195 
Email:  
Cmcofchrist.org 

Maestro’s Hand by Ruth Hirner 

We proclaim Jesus Christ and 
promote communities of Joy,    
Hope, Love, and Peace 

             April, 2007 

 Non-Profit Organization 
 Permit #8 
 Warrensburg, MO 64093 
 
 
 Return Service Requested 

      

                  Little did we know that a spark ignited in a young adult class and then  
discussed in a Sunday school class would find us working shoulder to shoulder,  
in a house near the Gulf, ravaged by hurricanes. 
      Several families felt the need to get personally involved so our pastor  
began to communicate with leaders from the Gulf area and found a family in the 
Bayou La Batre congregation. The Warrensburg congregation is fortunate to have 
several members with construction talents and other willing workers. A date was 
chosen and the group set out as their schedules allowed. Soon quiet thoughts of 
viewing the devastation were drowned out by saws, drills, hammers and informa-
tion being passed back and forth as ceilings went up, wiring and insulation went 
in, walls appeared and a gutted shell began to look like a home. Simultaneously, 
others transformed the grounds and still others kept us all going with their food 
preparation. Also, we felt the blessings of those not there providing gifts of 
prayers, monetary contributions and covering responsibilities at home so that  
we could be there. 
      On a momentary water break, I observed each person carrying out their  
portion of the job – there were no small or un-important jobs as each made a 
contribution – mowing, burning, sweeping, mudding, nailing, wiring, cooking,  
etc. – each job like an instrument in an orchestra and the Great Conductor  
directing their flawless movements. Words are not adequate to express the  
view I got, but I looked over at Vern who also saw the vision and said this is  
what Zion must be like. And that said it all. 
       We made friendships that will last forever, were blessed beyond anything  
we could have imagined and learned a lot about ourselves and each other. 
       Praise God from whom all blessings [still] flow!!  The Church Lady Reporting 
 
Mission Milers included: Vern and Anita Godfrey, Delbert and Denece Crabtree, 
Jim and Edna Tivis, Josh Norwood, Kevin, Trish, Robert and Steven Mannering, 
Ruth Hirner, Glenn, Janet, Alex, Bailey and Trisha Everhart. 
Bayou La Batre family: Jeff, Jackie and Dolly (and dog, Polly) Tracey, Robert 
and Lynn, the congregation and others. 

Comments that touched my heart 
…  by Edna Tivis 
 

Trisha Everhart (age 7) shared with 
me while making a run to town, “We 
all have to accept each other’s skills 
and talents and accept each person 
where they are and recognize them as 
a gift from God. “ Her explanation of 
how we all need to get to know each 
other in our home congregations, the 
way we all got to know each other 
while in Alabama really says it all 
about our mission trip. 
 

Robert Mannering stated that it is 
interesting how our church is such a 
loving church, anywhere you go. We 
were privileged to attend the Bayou 
LaBatre congregation’s worship 
where our own Linda Booth shared a 
beautiful message. Robert said, they 
welcomed us with open arms, (even 
in our work clothes) and fed us. 
 

Jeff Ladnier (whose home we were 
working on) questioned  how often 
had we done a Mission trip together 
because everyone took their place 
doing their task(s) and working to-
gether as if we had been doing this 
forever. Jeff’s appreciation of the 
workers and his expression of love 
and gratitude made it all worthwhile. 


