
“We proclaim Jesus Christ and promote communities of joy, hope, 

love and peace.  We will become a world-wide church dedicated to 

the pursuit of peace, reconciliation and healing of the spirit.” 

The Link   
 

December 4, 2011 

 A Day of Singing 
 

What would Christmas be without music?  One of the many Christmas traditions 

that we all treasure is the singing of Christmas carols.  What is it about singing 

carols that causes our heart to rejoice? It begins with love. Love always makes the 

heart sing. It begins with God’s love for us. This, in turn, results in our love for 

God. This, in turn, leads to love for one another. 
 

There is a story that takes place in the midst of the Great Depression when a  

family of three—Mom, Dad, and little six-year old Billy—had absolutely no 

money for store-bought presents. Nevertheless, they were very inventive in  

celebrating Christmas. They decided to make pictures of the presents they would 

like to give one another if money were no object. So they drew pictures or cut out 

pictures from magazines. They put the pictures into boxes, wrapped them and 

placed them under a scraggly Christmas tree. On Christmas morning the tree was 

heaped with riches. The gifts were only pictures, to be sure, but they were symbols 

of Christmas giving. Most of the make-believe presents were for little Billy. There 

were pictures of a new bicycle, cars, and all kinds of toys and games. 
 

Billy’s parents hadn’t expected any gifts; however with a squeal of delight, Billy 

crawled under the tree and pulled out a gift he had prepared all by himself. He 

handed his present to his parents with a smile and they opened it. They found a 

picture-gift more precious than all the others. It was drawn with first-grade cray-

ons. It was a picture of three people standing together with big smiles on their 

faces. They had their arms around each other. And under the picture, little Billy 

had printed a single word—“us.” 
 

The light dawned and tears of joy filled the eyes of the parents because they  

realized that, in years to come, they may be able to give some of those Christmas 

presents they had only imagined, but they could never give a present more  

precious than the one they had received that year—the gift of love they had for 

each other. 

 

That is a story that must be told at Christmas. If that doesn’t make your heart sing, 

nothing will. Our lives are filled with love. God sings over us. And we sing of the 

wonders of Christmas. It begins with LOVE. 

 

Claude M. Rains, Jr., President, Central Missouri Mission Center    



UPCOMING EVENTS:  
 

TODAY—Rock ‘n Road Show, Sedalia, 4-6pm for Middle School and High 
School youth. Bring your friends! 
 

December 10 — Marshall Chicken Dinner, 5-7pm.  This is a thank you  

dinner for the community. Carry-out available. All are welcome!  
 

December 11— Advent Worship Service. Celebrate Advent at The  

Temple, 7 pm, with an evening of lessons and carols. 
 

December 18—HARK! For hope is surely still to come...A special  
Christmas event: featuring art, song and original slam-poetry presented by the 

Central Mission Community of Christ young adults, 6 p.m., The Temple. This 

program promises to be inspiring and is open to all ages. 
 

December 26-January 2—Central Missouri Mission Center will be 

closed due to the Christmas holidays. 
 

February 6-10, 2012—MEADS Courses, 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., The Temple. 
See back page for extended details.  
 

February 11, 2012—Joyful Noise Workshop, This all-day Saturday free 

event will begin at 8:30 a.m. and conclude with an informal community sing-a-
long at 7:30 p.m. This workshop will familiarize you with theological content, 

musical styles, worship planning techniques, and topical indexes for the 2013 

Community of Christ hymnal. To register, contact Pam Robison at 816-833-
1000, ext. 2324 or probison@CofChrist.org.   



  
 

  
 

 

   
 

  



  

 

During this season of giving, please consider sharing your gifts and talents 

at Community of Christ Historic Sites. We are scheduling now for the 

spring months and have a significant need for help in Kirtland, Ohio and 

Nauvoo, Illinois. Serve one to three months or longer. Contact Lachlan 

Mackay at LMackay@CofChrist.org or (217) 453-2246. 


